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Do you 
think this script 

changed the tone of 
the American suburban 

drama for the 21st 
century?



Yes, I do. The 
nineties brought us 

many great films that either 
advanced the genres they 
were a part of, or that 

created new ones.
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The Usual Suspects, 
by Christopher McQuarrie. Pulp 

Fiction, Quentin Tarantino. Being John 
Malkovich, Charlie KAUFMAN. All required 
reading by next Wednesday’s seminar.

if you will excuse me I have 
a meeting.





Let’s talk about 
Back to the Future, the 

film you wrote with Robert 
Zemeckis and went on to produce. 

I have a casting question that 
I’m hoping you could shed 

some light on?

Um, a few years ago, 
I asked Claudia Wells during

an interview about her scenes with Eric Stoltz, 
and she informed me she never filmed any scenes with 

Eric other than some production photography because she 
originally had a prior commitment to the television 

series “Off the Rack” that conflicted with her 
being cast as Jennifer Parker

in the first film.

While she said that she had been 
cast in the film originally, she had to pass 

and another actress got the part. She said that 
a few months later, her series ended about the same 

time Michael J. Fox was brought in to replace Eric 
Stoltz, and that she was brought back 

in at the same time. 

She never gave me 
the name of the actress who had been

cast, but she indicated that it was one of the 
actresses who was also up for a part in the 

Goonies and Young Sherlock Holmes. Can 
you elaborate on this story?

Yes. Wow, um, 
huh...It’s been a while 

since I thought about 
this. The actress’s 

name was 
Melora.



Melora Hardin. 
A truly wonderful and 

talented young lady. What happened 
was, she was the same height as Eric, but 

two or three inches taller than Michael. Bob 
and I didn’t have any problem with the idea that 

Marty’s girlfriend could be taller than him, 
but just about everyone else on the 

crew did. So that’s why she 
was recast.

You know...I’ll tell 
you Something. It was the 

hardest thing I ever had to do. 
Breaking the news to Melora. She didn’t 

do anything to warrant being let go, and she 
was in tears. I was sick about it for days. 

I haven’t spoken to her in years, but 
now that I’m thinking about it, 

maybe I should. So, this is 
all great stuff. 
I guess my last 
question is what 
are you working 

on today?

Oh, You know, 
this and that. I guess 
I’m just waiting for

that next great 
idea.





Hey Shaun...I can’t do that. 
I told you, I don’t have time for these 
kinds of auditions, and my kid’s college

tuition isn’t going to get paid for with residuals 
from Monk and the Office. And while I have you, what

are you doing for my singing career, huh? Fine. 
Well, I’m in a taxi, I don’t have any of that 

stuff with me. I’ll just talk to 
you later.



Damn!



It was the hardest 
thing I ever had to do, 

breaking the news...

she didn’t do 
anything to warrant 

being let go...

it was 
a height issue, 
a height issue...

I haven’t 
spoken to her 

in years...



“Darling, took the kids 

to see the new Pixar 

movie, be back later, 

XOXO Steve”

Hello?

Hello? 
Melora?



May I 
ask who 
this is? Yes, This is 

Bob Gale? I was 
hoping to speak with 

Melora, is she 
available?

Bob? Gale? 
Hi, it’s Melora. Wow, 

Bob, it’s been 
a while.

Yes, yes. 
It has. I know 

it’s kind of weird to 
just call out of the blue 

like this, but...I was actually 
thinking about you earlier 

today and thought I’d 
give you a call.

Well, 
that’s very sweet 

of you.

Listen, um, 
actually, perhaps 

we could get together 
for a cup of coffee or 
something? I don’t know 

your schedule these 
days, but...

Well your 
timing couldn’t be 

better. My night just
opened up. You 

hungry?

Wow, tonight, 
well I didn’t expect 

that! But I don’t see
why that wouldn’t be 

fine, where...

Great. You 
like Mexican? I am 

starving. Wanna say The
Spanish Kitchen in 

one hour?
Yeah. 

One hour. That’s 
good.





No, not at 
all. I just got here 

myself anyway.

I’m sorry 
I’m late. You aren’t 

too mad are 
you?

So I saw 
you did some work 

on The Office?

Yeah, it was 
fun. Steve Carrel 

is a genius. I’ve been 
getting some work 
recently, doing just 

swell. Oh! And 
I recorded 
an album!



Like, 
a music 
album?

It’s called 
“All The Way To Mars”. 

And what are you
doing?

I’m just teaching 
mostly these days. 

Passing on whatever
wisdom people claim 

I possess.

Yeah, yeah. 
And one or two other 

things. So I can’t believe 
we’re having dinner now, 

together I mean.

I saw you 
wrote that Tales 

from the Crypt movie,
bordello of blood, 

awhile back?

I know! How 
crazy is this! I was 

surprised hearing from 
you out of the blue like this. 

We haven’t spoken, well
it has to have been 

over a decade!



You look so 
young. It’s like you 
haven’t aged a day

since I last saw 
you.

Well, I have 
sort of...you know...

Had some work done.
I can’t believe I told 

you that!

Anyway...
I was being interviewed 

for this website and you 
came up in the conversation. 
BTTF.com? It’s a fan-site that 

is dedicated to the Back 
to the Future

movies.

Sooo...

Oh, and 
how did that 

go?

Fine, fine. 
It was a trip down 

memory lane. You came 
up in the conversation. 

I feel horrible about the 
way you were let go 

from Back to the 
future.



Shhhh. Don’t be 
silly. Michael was short. 
I was talented. It never 

would have worked. Sorry. 
Sorry. That wasn’t very 

mature of me now 
was it?

I just want 
you to know, I feel 

terrible. If there’s anything...
anything I can do to 
make up for it...Well, 

I want to.



Do you know 
where I can call a cab

around here?

I haven’t seen 
a car like this before. 

What...is it?

You don’t 
have a car tonight? 

Well, I insist on giving 
you a ride. If that’s 

okay with you?

Oh, it’s the 
Tesla. An electric 

car. Plug in, 0-60 in like, 
well, it’s fast. I 
wanted a toy.

Of course. 
Thank you.

Well 
it certainly is 
interesting.



I haven’t had 
to use the wipers 
yet. This should 

be fun.

This being 
electric, it’s safe 

to...?

I don’t have 
to be home anytime 
soon if you want to

pull over.

We should 
be fine.

Oh God...

Don’t 
worry. We’ll 

be fine.



Are you 
okay?

Yeah, I’m 
fine. Let’s just 

get out of 
here.



to be continued...to be continued...


